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Summer Gardening Tips

Early Summer (May-June)

Planting: By now, cold-weather crops are planted. If some were lost to frost, try again with plants
that won't bolt (accelerated flower and seed production) in the mid-summer heat, such as lettuce,
spinach, and parsley. When evening temperatures begin to stay above freezing, it’s time to plant
warm-weather crops, such as tomatoes and peppers. Blankets and row covers can provide
protection for tender plants on cold nights to prevent sluggish growth. Start planting summer
blooming annuals and perennials. Remember to amend soil with organic materials before

planting. As bulb leaves die back, remove spent

foliage.

Fertilizing: Fertilize lawns, flowerbeds, and
vegetables after thinning to give them a good
start for the growing season. Many organic
fertilizers are available that are specific to crops
you are planting and to your soil’s nutrient

content.

Watering: For good growth and flowering
during the dry part of the summer before monsoons, water deeply, once each week under normal
conditions, but more frequently when it is over 90 degrees. Depending on what you're growing,
flood irrigation is especially helpful. Check the slope of your land and see if water run off is

happening. If so, build berms surrounding your crops to dam the water in a centralized area.






